TEN FINGERS

REFRAIN 1

Ten fingers, including two opposable thumbs - we are the secret of your dexterity

One two three four five six seven eight nine

Ten fingers, we friendly digits help with your sums

We are the secret of your math’matical ability

VERSE 1

We chipped those ancient flints to make your stone tools

We painted animals on cave walls

We shaped your very first clay pots

We made the fire that kept you hot on those long, cold ice-age nights

We gave you heat and we gave you light

REFRAIN 2

Ten fingers, including two opposable thumbs - we are the secret of your dexterity

One two three four five six seven eight nine

Ten fingers, we friendly digits help with your sums

We are the secret of your math’matical ability

VERSE 2

We play arpeggios upon pianos, tear-jerking melodies on oboes

We save the lives of mountaineers, stroke away pain and wipe away tears

Flying through the air as swift as humming birds

We express so eloquently thoughts and words

REFRAIN 3

Ten fingers emerging from a flexible palm, attached by tendons to muscles in your arm

One two three four five six sev’n eight nine

Ten fingers, we led you down that decimal path

The number twelve would have been a better base by far!

[DIALOGUE]

BOY [spoken]

What are you talking about?

FINGER 1 [spoken]

Why do you think our number system’s based on ten?

BOY [spoken]

Because we’ve got ten fingers, I suppose.

FINGER 2 [spoken]

But think what an awkward number ten is!

GIRL [spoken]

Seems all right to me.  What’s wrong with it?

FINGER 3 [spoken]

What numbers can you divide ten by without getting a fraction in the answer?

GIRL [spoken]

That’s easy - two and five

FINGER 4 [spoken]

Don’t forget one and ten

GIRL [spoken]

That goes without saying

FINGER 5 [spoken]

Now - what numbers can you divide twelve by and get a whole number?

BOY [spoken]

One...

GIRL [spoken]

...two...

BOY [spoken]

...three...

GIRL [spoken]

...four..

BOY & GIRL [spoken]

...six...twelve!

ALL THE FINGERS [spoken]

Exactly!

FINGER 6 [spoken]

With base 12, mathematics would be much simpler.

FINGER 7 [spoken]

And it’s all our fault that humans chose base ten

FINGER 8 [spoken]

Just because there’s ten of us!

FINGER 9 [spoken]

Please accept our apologies!

BOY & GIRL [spoken]

Okay!

FINGER 10 [spoken]

Thanks!  I suppose we have our uses all the same....

VERSE 3

We point at galaxies, planets and stars, we solder circuit boards to guide spacecraft

Taking explorers worlds away, pushing horizons day by day

One day in the future, and it’s not too far

We’ll be sifting crimson sand from the deserts of Mars....

REFRAIN 4

Ten fingers - we are the most adaptable tool

Without us would you humans ever have evolved at all?

One, two, three, four, five, six, sev’n, eight, nine

Ten fingers, pinkie, ring, middle, index, thumb

One, two, three, four, five, six, sev’n, eight, nine

Ten fingers, nine, eight, seven, six, five, four, three, two, one!

CODA [spoken in rhythm]

Link, think, scratch, match, okay! no way!

Come, go! Stretch, curl, slap and click, pinch and pay!

Hitch-hike, point, strangle, stroke - gimme five!  tickle and poke

Pick, flick, dip, lick, twiddle and fiddle, tear and stick!

Ten fingers...
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