TAXONOMY

Kingdom, Phylum, Class and Order

Family, Genus and Species last

Taxonomy sorts out all life on Earth

In the present day, in the future and all through the past

Five Kingdoms form life’s family tree

Animals and fungi and plants make three

Archaebacteria thrive on extremes

Eubacteria don’t, it seems

Kingdom, Phylum, Class and Order

Family, Genus and Species last

Taxonomy sorts out all life on Earth

In the present day, in the future and all through the past
Phyla these Kingdoms split in smaller bits

Each Phylum only contains within it

Things which share one basic body plan

If you’ve a spine you’re a Chordate like man

Kingdom, Phylum, Class and Order

Family, Genus and Species last

Taxonomy sorts out all life on Earth

In the present day, in the future and all through the past

Classes will take us up one further rung

Mammals, for example, all suckle their young

Orders are the next category in line

Carnivores eat meat nearly all of the time

Kingdom, Phylum, Class and Order

Family, Genus and Species last

Taxonomy sorts out all life on Earth

In the present day, in the future and all through the past

Members of families all similar look

All cats belong in the Felidae book

Genera give us our first Latin name

Species give the second in the taxonomy game

Kingdom – Animal, Phylum – Chordate

Class – Mammal and Order – Primate

Family – Hominid and Genus – Homo

Homo sapiens, that’s the species of every human that you know

Homo sapiens, that’s the species of every human that you know
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